[Hue and cry over pens?].
Pens are accused to be potential vectors for nosocomial infections. Their role cannot be denied. However, a poor compliance to hand washing is probably the real culprit. Such action should be more systematic between examining successive patients. However, one has to chose carefully the cleaning and antiseptic agent baring in mind the irritation potential of such product. Indeed, the repetitive minimal aggression of the stratum corneum may lead to a paradoxical increase in bacterial contamination. It is responsible for increased roughness of the skin and occurrence of subjective symptoms which abate the sufferer compliance.